
 

Gumbo Gala Fundraiser Set for May 9 

EP I Gets An “Uplift” 
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GUMBO GALA  

BUSINESS  

SPONSORS  

 

Shrimp Level 

BREC Develop- 

    ment Co. 

 

Mudbug Level 

Compass Bank 

The Caring Founda- 

    tion of Blue 

   Cross Blue Shield  

   Alabama 

 

File Level 

Riverchase Flooring  

   Center 

S & W Electric Co. 

 

Oyster Level 

B.L. Harbert Inter- 

   national 

     On May 9, local citi-
zens and gumbo lovers 
will gather in Caldwell 
Park for Episcopal 
Place’s fourth annual 
fundraiser, Gumbo Gala.  
Several hundred people 
are expected to enjoy 
Cajun music, entertain-
ment and gumbo as 20 
professional and ama-
teur cook-off teams 
serve gumbo and com-
pete for the title of 
“best gumbo in Birming-
ham.” 
     Gumbo Gala will be 
held from 11 am—2 pm 
at Caldwell Park on 
Highland Avenue.  Tick-
ets are $10 and children 

under 12 will be admit-
ted free.  
    Professional and ama-
teur cook-off teams will 

 serve gumbo and com-
pete for prizes for Best 
Gumbo, the Sportsman-
ship Award (for best 
team spirit  and cooksite 
décor), and a People’s 
Choice Award.  
     Rob Conrad of Magic  
96.5’s “Rob and Shan-
non in the Morning” ra-

dio show will be the 
event emcee. Cajun mu-
sic will be provided by 
The Pineapple Skinners 
and Chank-Ay-Rie.   
     Event proceeds will 
help fund EP’s Suppor-
tive Services Program, 
which provides trans-
portation, resident ac-
tivities, pastoral care, 
subsidized meals and 
housekeeping and other 
services that help resi-
dents live independ-
ently in our apartment 
community for as long 
as possible.  

Episcopal Place has launched a $1.1 million 
renovation project that will upgrade resident apart-
ments and update the original part of the facility, 
which opened in 1980. 

The 100 apartments in the original building 
will receive updated kitchens, including new cabinets, 
appliances and flooring, according to Tim Blanton, 
executive director of Episcopal Place.  Common areas 
in the building will be repainted and recarpeted and a 
new roof, cooling tower and boiler will be installed. 
Funding for the project is coming from the recent   
refinancing of the debt on Episcopal Place I.        

Episcopal Place is com-

prised of EP I (left) and EP 

II (right) 

Sponsor and team lists 
continued on Page 2  
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GUMBO GALA  

SPONSORS  (continued) 

 

Oyster Level 

Elect Home Care 

Flooring Specialties 

Maynard, Cooper & Gale, PC 

MediRest, Inc. 

Regions Bank 

Risk Management Continuum 

Sharp Realty 

St. Vincent’s Health System 

The Thompson Foundation 

 

Okra Level  

Johns-Ridout’s Mortuary-  

    Elmwood Chapel 

Miller Insurance & Financial  

    Services 

ROJO 

Shaw Contract Group 

SPM, Inc. 

Stringfellow Lumber Co. 

Royal Cup Coffee 

 

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS 

Shannon and Tim  Atchenson 

Tim Blanton and Jeff Worrell 

Amanda and Matt Ennis 

Trudie Gruman 

Katherine Harper 

Mike Harper 

Rod Hutchinson 

Linda Mahoney-Reece 

Kris and Nick Mueller 

Paula Pointer 

Jim Pool 

Terry Rogers 

Katy Smith 

Shirley Steele 

Lou Thibodaux 

Sally Veazey 

Recent Highlights 

Gumbo Gala Set for May 9 

E P  O B S E R V E R  

     * Tim Blanton joined Episcopal Place in August, 2008 as Executive Director, replacing Jill 

Hoogstra who retired after 25 years of service to the nonprofit housing community.  Blanton is 

a licensed assisted living administrator and served for six years as Administrator for the As-

sisted Living facility at St. Martin’s in the Pines. 

     * In October, 2008, Episcopal Place was presented the New Horizons Award from the Uni-

versity of Alabama at Birmingham Center on Aging for its commitment to providing programs 

for retired seniors in Alabama.  Residents and staff attended the awards ceremony at UAB.  

2009 Cook-Off Teams 

Professional Division 

Crazy Cajun’s 

Garage Café: Toux in a Roux 

Muddbugs Gourmet Foods 

New Orleans Food & Spirits 

Ted’s Restaurant 

 

Amateur Division  

WearTek Inc. 
Fontenot Brasseaux and The Bernard  
      Parish Broilers 
Firehouse Cajun Steamers sponsored  
      by St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Wednesday Morning Sinners 
      sponsored by Robbie D. Wood 
The Grace Grateful 
Far Frum Kajun  
Snap Fitness 24/7 Snapper Heads 
Team Ennis 
Tru Gru’s Gumbo Crew 
ION Roux Krewe 
Community Kitchens 
Cardinal Cajuns 
Road Kill Café sponsored by 
     St. Stephens Episcopal Church 
Burch Corporation 
Business Electronics 
 

Gift in Kind Donors for Gumbo Gala 

 

 American Osment Co., Milo’s, Publix—Vestavia, 

Piggly Wiggly, Sam’s Club—Hoover, AABCO 

Rents Party & Event Division 

Brooke Smith, host of NBC 13’s “Daytime Ala-
bama”  was in the EP kitchen recently to learn 
how to cook gumbo from last year’s Gumbo 
Gala cook-off team leader Hube Dodd (center). 
Hube’s team from Garage Café won the 2008 
professional division contest. Sampling gumbo 
with them is EP Executive Director Tim Blanton.  



P A G E  3  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  1  

Parishes/Churches 

Church of the Advent 

All Saintsô Episcopal Church 

Grace Episcopal Church 

St. Albanôs Episcopal Church 

St. Francis of Assisi 

St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church 

St. Markôs Episcopal Church 

St. Maryôs on-the-Highlands 

St. Stephenôs Episcopal  

    Church 

St. Thomas Episcopal 

    Church 

Diocese of Alabama 

 

Businesses/Foundations 

55th Place Thrift Store 

Lucille Stewart Beeson Trust 

Regions Bank Foundation 

The Community Foundation 

    of Greater Birmingham 

 

Individuals/Groups 

Charles and Dorothy Ashby 

    Fund 

Shannon Atchenson 

Tim Blanton 

Helen Bunn 

Kathline Cole 

Episcopal Place Residentsô  

    Fund 

 

James B. Fort, Jr. 

Katherine Harper 

Jill Hoogstra 

Lucille HullðAviary 

D. and A. Hutchins 

Elizabeth Judd 

D.Lanier 

R.J. Lecznar 

Ron Leonard 

Gloria McPherson 

Rose Monella 

Residents of Episcopal 

     Place 

Barb SparkesðAviary 

Shirley Steele 

Mr. and Mrs. James Totten 

Carl and Marcia Wallace 

Women of St. Andrewôs 

     Episcopal Church 

 

Memorials/Honorariums 

In memory of Estella 

    Thorp 

    Shannon Atchenson 

    Colonial Penn Life 

    William Holcomb 

    Jill Hoogstra 

    Frank Romanowicz 

 

In honor of Barb Mackie 

     Frank Monge 

 

 

 

In memory of Margaret 

     Ruth Thompson 

      Dean Collins 

In memory of Charles 

    Noble 

      Shannon Atchenson 

      Dean Collins 

      Anna Guy 

      Lynette McCary 

In honor of Rev. Stephen 

    Hood 

     Dr. and Mrs. John 

      Parkard 

In memory of Susan 

    Briggs  

     Dick Briggs 

In memory of Deanne  

    Green 

      Shannon Atchenson 

 

In memory of John and  

    Lucille Urmey 

     Samuel Urmey 

 

In memory of King Luck 

In memory of Emil Lang 

In memory of C. Ed Roy 

      Anna Guy 

 

 

In memory of Mabrey 

    Hatch 

In memory of Charlie 

    Oden 

In memory of Catherine  

    Hammer 

In memory of Alice 

    Terrell 

In memory of Mabry 

    Hatch 

In memory of Minnie 

     Bass 

In memory of Alvis  

    Green 

In memory of Marty 

     Clark 

In memory of Leroy 

     Carpenter  

In memory of Armour  

     Rushing 

In memory of Alva 

     Culbertson 

In memory of George 

     Palmer 

In memory of Annie 

     Phillips 

       Anna Guy 

John Archibald, 
columnist for 
The Birmingham 
News, with  EP 
Resident Marga-
ret Klock follow-
ing his recent 
presentation at 
EP. Archibald’s 
talk was one of 
many resident 
activities at EP. 

Edith Farmer, 
Amelia Bryan 
and Kathy Wat-
kins (L-R)  cele-
brated  birth-
days at EP’s 
March  birth-
day party.  Ms. 
Farmer is our 
oldest resident 
at age 99. 

Thank You To Our Donors  (October, 2008—March, 2009) 



Episcopal Place is a faith-based not-for-profit housing community formed by the Episcopal Hous-

ing Foundation, Inc., and Episcopal Housing of Birmingham, Inc.  We are federally subsidized 

community operating under the regulations of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).   We 

serve individuals or couples that are 62 years or older who meet annual income guidelines set 

by HUD  and individuals or couples that are 19 years or older if mobility impaired, blind or deaf 

and that meet annual income guidelines set by HUD.  Serving Birmingham since 1980.  

Telephone:  205-939-0085 

Fax:  205-939-0101 

Email:  epdir@bham.rr.com 

1112 26th Street South 

Birmingham, AL  35205 

EP recently received national attention from the American Association of Homes and 
Services for the Aging for its efforts to help improve America’s  long-term care system. 
EP residents joined other seniors across the nation in calling legislators and asking that 
long-term care be included in plans for national health care reform.  Involved in the 
project at EP were (left to right): Ramona Bozeman, Rufus Dalton, Gloria McPherson, 
Mamye Richards, Nancy Sharp, Margaret Klock, Ollie Coggins, Melinda Kendrick, Hed-
wig Retherford, Lin Bridges, EP Executive Director Tim Blanton and Barbara Sparks.   
The AAHSA Communications Staff interviewed Blanton and featured the EP call-in effort 
on its website.  Blanton recently attended an AAHSA training on the challenges that 
Americans face in affording long-term care and the need for a new system for financing 
these costs.  Blanton will be involved in efforts to educate community members and 
groups about this important issue.   

Mission Statement 

The Mission of 

Episcopal Place is 

to provide to senior 

and disabled adults 

with restricted 

income, safe and 

affordable housing 

and access to 

related services in a 

home-like 

environment. 

With the next issue of the 

newsletter, EP will be going 

“green and lean.”   Help us 

save paper and mailing costs 

by sending us your email ad-

dress so that we can notify 

you when the next newsletter 

is available online. Send your 

email address to:  

epdev@bham.rr.com 

Thank you! 


